
 

To the Organizers and Attendees of the San Angelo Animal Shelter Forum, 

I’m writing to express my sincere apologies for being unable to attend the upcoming forum on 
the future of the San Angelo Animal Shelter. I have a longstanding, out-of-town commitment 
this week and will also be absent from the scheduled City Council meeting. 

That said, I want to affirm my strong support for addressing the shelter’s ongoing challenges. 
As early as mid-2024, the City began taking deliberate steps toward improvement. In October, a 
2025 operating budget of $1.453 million was approved for the shelter. Additionally, the City 
committed $1.6 million in short-term debt funding, $400,000 in sales tax revenue, and $220,000 
for a temporary relocation facility. These substantial investments reflect a serious commitment 
to public safety and humane animal care. 

An advisory group was created to help guide our path forward, and as a City Council member, I 
am respectfully awaiting their evaluation and recommendations. Their objective insights are 
critical, especially as we navigate the understandable emotions surrounding this issue. This is 
not about placing blame—it's about finally moving toward overdue progress. 

These recommendations are expected to be addressed in May. It’s worth noting that the 
combined shelter-related funding in 2025 now exceeds $3.5 million—an amount nearly six times 
greater than what is allocated to our City’s public health department. This level of investment is 
not campaign rhetoric—it’s a fact, and it underscores the City’s active commitment to reform. 

Having grown up in a family-run veterinary hospital, I understand firsthand the demands of 
animal care and facility management. It’s never easy—but it is never too late to strive for better. 

Thank you for continuing the important conversation in my absence. 

Regards, 

​
Tom Thompson 

  

 

 


